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In South Korea, most of young adults nowadays would encounter extreme
socio-economic uncertainties, hardships, and fierce competitions among them. At the
same time, a number of them tend to express deep frustration, anger, restlessness, and
disillusionment toward the society in general. This alarming society-wide phenomenon
has also been dealt with in the realm of local public television sector. Especially, in recent
years, those production crews in EBS have started to present several human
documentary texts in which they would illuminate the varied lives of youth in agony. With
that in mind, this study focuses on a four-part documentary text <Sidae Tamkoo)
through a detailed textual analysis. We especially look into the various documentary
modes and representational strategies in this text as a way of keenly evaluating the
diverse roles of, and limits in such documentary-making efforts in the pursuit of
representing and contextualizing ‘youth-at-risk’ in contemporary South Korea.

KEYW O RD S youth-at-risk, the varied roles of human documentary, documentary
modes, critical textual analysis, context
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